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Retired U.S. Army Gen. David Petraeus, who was appoint-
ed director of the Central Intelligence Agency, will be the 
BCA’s Chairman’s Dinner speaker Sept. 20 in Birmingham.

“General Petraeus served with distinction and is one of 
the most prominent military figures of the post 9-11 era and 
the 21st century,” BCA Chairman Jeff Coleman, president and 
CEO of Coleman Worldwide Moving in Dothan, said. “We’re 

honored to host General Petraeus as our speaker for this 
year’s Chairman’s Dinner. His speech will entertain, inform, 
and provide insight about the current geo-political climate 
in the world.”

Now a sought-after public speaker, General Petraeus, 
a West Point graduate who was commissioned as a second 
lieutenant in 1974, spent 38 years on active duty. He led the 
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American military surge in Iraq and was di-
rector of the CIA.

General Petraeus began his West Point 
studies on a pre-medical academic track be-
cause “it was the toughest one to climb,” his 
biography said. Instead he joined the infan-
try and graduated with top honors at the 
Army Ranger School. He attended the Army’s 
Command and General Staff College at Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kan., and earned master’s and 
doctorate degrees in international relations 
at Princeton University's Woodrow Wilson 
School of Public and International Affairs.

He commanded the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion in Baghdad, Iraq, and, later, in Mosul, 
and made full general in 2007. President 
George W. Bush sent him to Iraq to imple-
ment his counter-insurgency strategy. Presi-
dent Barack Obama appointed General Pet-
raeus to command U.S. forces in Afghanistan 
and in 2011 appointed him director of the 
Central Intelligence Agency where he served 
until his retirement in 2012.

The Chairman’s Dinner is an annual event 
that honors the investors of the Carrying the 
Flag for Business Campaign, the fundraising 
campaign of BCA’s non-partisan political 
arm, ProgressPAC. The dinner also recognizes 

the significant volunteer work throughout the 
year of the chairman of the BCA’s board of di-
rectors.

The Chairman’s Dinner will be at the 
Sheraton Birmingham Hotel, 2101 Richard 
Arrington Jr. Blvd. North in Birmingham. 
There is parking in the adjacent parking deck. 
Sponsorships at various price levels are avail-
able for the event that begins at 5:30 p.m. For 
more information, visit bcatoday.org.

Contributions to either BCA or Progress-
PAC are not deductible as charitable contri-
butions for federal income tax purposes. Con-
tributions for the Chairman’s Dinner are used 
to support BCA’s political action committee, 
ProgressPAC, to the extent allowable by law.

All funds received from organizations 
prohibited from giving to political action 
committees are used strictly to cover expens-
es directly incurred by the Chairman’s Dinner 
event and are not used for any political pur-
pose. Contact Nathan Lindsay for more infor-
mation at 334.834.6000.

Gen. Petraeus will join a stellar list of past 
speakers at the BCA’s Chairman’s Dinner, 
which have included two former presidents, 
a highly decorated U.S. Navy SEAL, presi-
dential candidates and two-time Super Bowl 
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winning quarterback Peyton Manning of the 
NFL’s Indianapolis Colts and Denver Broncos.

Last year, Manning, the NFL’s Most Valu-
able Player, regaled BCA members with of-
ten-self-deprecating anecdotes of his play-
ing career.

Navy SEAL Rob O’Neill told his amazing 
story at the 2015 Chairman’s Dinner. “Robert 
O’Neill is one of the most highly decorat-
ed combat veterans of our time, and we are 
honored to welcome to Alabama this Amer-
ican hero,” said 2015 BCA Chairman Marty 
Abroms, president and managing sharehold-
er of Abroms & Associates, P.C. in Florence.

Both former Presidents George H.W. 
Bush and George W. Bush have spoken to the 

Chairman’s Dinner as has presidential can-
didate Jeb Bush. Former Arkansas Gov. Mike 
Huckabee and renowned neurosurgeon Dr. 
Benjamin Carson headlined the BCA’s 2013 
Chairman’s Dinner.

In 2012, Democrat adviser James Carville 
and Republican adviser Karl Rove debated on 
the Chairman’s Dinner stage. Carville man-
aged the 1992 campaign that put Bill Clinton 
in the White House while Rove did the same 
for George W. Bush in 2000 and in 2004.

Former President George W. Bush spoke 
in 2011 and his father, former President 
George H.W. Bush, spoke in 2001. In 2010, for-
mer U.S. Rep. J.C. Watts, R-Okla., moderated 
a panel discussion between former Vermont 
Gov. Howard Dean and political author and 
commentator Dick Morris.

Alabama’s foremost voice for business, 
the BCA is a non-partisan statewide business 
association representing the interests and 
concerns of nearly 1 million working Alabam-
ians through its member companies and its 
partnership with the Chamber of Commerce 
Association of Alabama.

The BCA is Alabama’s exclusive affiliate to 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers.  
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From leading the surge in Iraq as a 
General in the U.S. Army, to serving 
as Director of the CIA, David H. 
Petraeus has distinguished himself 
as one of the most prominent U.S. 
military figures of the post-9/11 era. 
On September 20th, investors in the 
“Carrying the Flag for Business” 
campaign will have the opportunity to 
hear him give his account of a lifetime 
spent protecting the United States of 
America and our way of life.

an evening with
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Vist bcatoday.org to learn more.


