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Proven & Accomplished
The No. 1 policy issue for the Business Council of Ala-

to our infrastructure needs. The BCA and the Alliance for

bama remaining from the just-ended 2018 legislative ses-

Alabama’s Infrastructure strongly support plans to identify

sion is investing in our roads and bridges and supporting

statewide road and bridge needs and provide adequate and

candidates in the June primaries and the November gen-

stable funding to address them.

eral election who believe in promoting Alabama’s infrastructure development.
The BCA supports research and recommending solutions

During the session, SB 100 that Governor Kay Ivey signed
into law, will allow capitalization of the Alabama Transportation Infrastructure Bank. The new law sponsored by Sen.
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COVER: Professional engineer
Perry Hand, chairman of Volkert
Inc. in Mobile, is the 2018
chairman of the Business Council
of Alabama. Chairman Hand is
a former two-term state senator,
secretary of state, and Highway
Department director. He was
elected into the State of Alabama
Engineering Hall of Fame Class of
2018 earlier this year.
1: Business Council of Alabama
Chairman Perry Hand greeted
Alabama Governor Kay Ivey
during the BCA’s annual Saluting
Leaders of State Government

1

reception that followed the BCA’s
first board of directors’ meeting

Arthur Orr, R-Decatur, authorizes the appro-

of 2018 at the Renaissance

priation and pledge of certain gas tax reve-

Montgomery Hotel & Spa at the

nues, license and registration fees, diesel fuel

Convention Center. The Saluting

tax revenues, and motor carrier tax revenues,

Leaders of State Government

to the bank.

reception, in addition to

Alabama’s fuel tax has not changed since

Governor Ivey, was attended by

1992. Since then, costs associated with road

400 guests, including legislators,

construction and upkeep have more than dou-

statewide office holders, and

bled – the nickel gas tax back in 1992 doesn’t

BCA members.

buy what it used to. We have the sixth-lowest
gasoline tax in the country but that means

2: 2018 BCA Chairman-elect Perry

we aren’t adequately funding transportation

Hand, right, presented 2017 BCA

needs at the state, county, and city levels.

3

The Alliance for Alabama’s Infrastructure

2018 BCA Chairman Perry Hand, chairman

Chairman’s Award plaque and

is in its third year working to reach the goal of

of Volkert Inc. in Mobile, makes clear that Pro-

gavel during the BCA annual

renewed infrastructure investment and con-

gressPAC will support candidates who will join

meeting in December 2017.

tinues to work to highlight Alabama’s needs.

us in promoting economic success for owners,

Chairman Jeff Coleman with the

That means preparing for the 2019 session

stockholders, employees, and their families.

3: Volkert Inc. Chairman and

that begins in March with work and research

We vow to oppose those who will not further

BCA First Vice Chairman Perry

that will be completed by the Infrastructure

the business community’s goals.

Hand became BCA Chairman

Task Force that consists of public and pri-

for 2018 on Jan. 1. His goals

vate-sector participants.

During the 2018 session, the experienced
BCA Advocacy Team worked with legisla-

At the session’s end, our sights turned

tive caucuses and individual Democrats and

and preparing the way for active

immediately to the June primary elections

Republicans on your behalf to promote Ala-

BCA infrastructure development

and through ProgressPAC support of candi-

bama’s pro-business agenda.

involvement in 2019.

dates for statewide office and legislative rac-

Priority legislation during the 2018 session

es who will promote a pro-business climate

that began Jan. 9 and concluded March 29

for Alabama.

included education/workforce development,

include membership building

2 / THE BUSINESS ADVOCATE

b cato d ay.o rg

THE BUSINESS ADVOCATE
environment and energy, health, judicial and

would be at a disadvantage due to public

4: BCA Chairman Perry Hand,

legal reform, labor and employment, small

declarations of proposed development proj-

right, a 1969 Auburn University

business, and tax and fiscal policy.

ect partners, endangering the projects. His

engineering graduate, was

This agenda included successful passage

legislation clarifying that economic develop-

inducted into the State of

of the Alabama Broadband Accessibility Act

ers will not classified as lobbyists will keep

Alabama Engineering Hall

sponsored by Sen. Scofield, R-Guntersville,

those projects confidential.

of Fame Class of 2018 along

and Rep. Donnie Chesteen, R-Geneva, to cre-

For years, the BCA and the Business Ed-

ate a broadband accessibility grant program

ucation Alliance have promoted continued

1981 civil engineering Auburn

to be administered by the Alabama Depart-

investment in worthwhile education endeav-

University and president of

ment of Economic and Community Affairs.

ors that show results, and which prepare Al-

Spire Alabama, Spire Gulf Coast

abama students for a fruitful economic life

and Spire Mississippi; Olivia

after school.

Owen, 1977 civil engineering

This will greatly enhance accessibility to high-speed Internet service for about

with, from left, Ken Smith,

one-quarter of Alabama’s population, mainly

BEA Chairman and CEO Joe Morton,

in rural areas, and will be an important tool

Ph.D., worked with legislative budget leaders

from ExxonMobil; and, Larry

in creating economic development opportu-

to ensure that important BEA-backed educa-

Monroe, 1979 chemical

nities for rural Alabama.

Auburn University and retired

tion initiatives will be well funded. The result

engineering Auburn University

We worked with Rep. Rod Scott, D-Fair-

is BEA initiatives will receive a combined re-

and retired Southern Company

field, who successfully sponsored legislation

cord $95.9 million from the 2018-19 Educa-

chief environmental officer and

that ended a decade-long debate over how to

tion Trust Fund.

research and environmental

account for individual income tax credits for
certain taxes paid to other states. Rep. Scott

At the federal level, 2018 was an import-

affairs senior vice president.

ant year for Alabama.

also successfully updated the Simplified Sell-

We learned that Sen. Richard C. Shelby,

ers Use Tax program first passed in 2015 al-

R-Tuscaloosa, would be the next chairman of

are Daniel K. Glover, 1980

lowing online sellers to lock in an 8 percent

the important and powerful Senate Appro-

University of Alabama

sales tax rate

priations Committee following the spring

engineering graduate and

2018 retirement of Chairman Sen. Thad Co-

retired Alabama Power Co.

chran, R-Miss.

distribution vice president;

And Rep. Ken Johnson, R-Moulton, addressed concerns that if economic developers had to register as lobbyists, Alabama

Sen. Shelby also was expected to chair the

Inductees not pictured

and Vicki A. Hollub, 1981
University of Alabama mineral
engineering graduate and
president and chief executive
officer of Occidental Petroleum
Corp. The Big Spring Water
Treatment Plant in Tuscumbia
was the 2018 project inductee.
The State of Alabama
Engineering Hall of Fame was
chartered by the governor
in 1987 to honor those men,
women, corporations and
projects associated with the
state that have brought credit
to the engineering profession.
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Previous issues available
at bcatoday.org.

EXECUTIVE EDITOR:
Nancy Wall Hewston

jobs. Manufacturing drives Alabama’s growth

Pentagon, a significant issue for Alabama’s

and employ 13.3 percent of our workforce. The

tremendous military support businesses.

BCA is proud to partner with the NAM to en-

Alabama and the business community are

sure manufacturing job creation and oppor-

MANAGING EDITOR:

blessed to have the unparalleled leadership

Dana Beyerle

and integrity of Sen. Richard Shelby and the

Later during the session, BCA officers

ART DIRECTOR:

entire House congressional delegation whom

led by Chairman Hand, travelled to Wash-

we have always been able to rely upon to move

ington, D.C., to visit all nine members of

Alabama in the right direction.

Alabama’s congressional delegation and to

Joshua Vaughn
The Business Advocate is
published by the Business
Council of Alabama, Alabama’s

foremost

voice

for business. The BCA is
a non-partisan statewide
business association representing the interest and
concerns

of

three-quar-

ters of a million working
Alabamians

through

its

member companies, and is
Alabama’s exclusive representative to the National
Association of Manufacturers and the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce. For information on becoming a member of BCA, contact Elaine
Fincannon,
or

subcommittee that oversees funding for the

334.240.8749,

elainef@bcatoday.org.

For more information, visit
bcatoday.org.
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tunities are robust throughout Alabama.

Alabama gained a new U.S. senator this

deliver the BCA’s 2018 Federal Agenda. We

year, Sen. Doug Jones, who won a special

discussed issues that are vital to Alabama’s

election and who took the oath of office in

business climate.

January to succeed U.S. Sen. Luther Strange.

We just completed our 19th Manufactur-

Sen. Jones is the 42nd person to serve as a U.S.

er of the Year Awards ceremony and we look

senator in Alabama since statehood in 1819.

forward to seeing everyone at our annual

We look forward to working with Sen. Jones

Governmental Affairs Conference scheduled

as he joins the Alabama delegation.

Aug. 10-12 at the Grand Hotel Marriott Re-

Early in the year, BCA President and CEO
William J. Canary joined National Associa-

sort, Golf Club & Spa, One Grand Boulevard
- Point Clear.

tion of Manufacturers President and CEO Jay

In conclusion, the BCA’s 2018 agenda re-

Timmons at BCA-member Altec Inc. in Bir-

sulted in positive accomplishments for busi-

mingham for the Alabama segment of NAM's

ness and the 34-year-old organization re-

State of Manufacturing Tour.

mained true to its principles first adopted in

Canary and Timmons along with Ala-

1985 and updated as the need arose.

bama Secretary of Commerce Greg Canfield,

Our member-created and -driven agenda

Altec Chairman and CEO Lee Styslinger III,

is our guide for actions that promote business

employees, and business and community

and help us meet the challenge of opposing

leaders, discussed manufacturing's optimis-

injurious laws, regulations, and mandates has

tic future, the rewarding opportunities the

served the business community well and will

industry offers, and the urgent need to build

continue to do so as Alabama readies herself

a modern U.S. manufacturing workforce.

to begin her third century with the outlook

Manufacturing is thriving in Alabama

brighter than ever.

and providing highly technical and stable
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